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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

SUGGESTION FOR A STANDARD UNIFORM 

Dear Editor: In an editorial of the July number of the Journal I find an 
article on The Need of a Standard Uniform and look forward to the time when 
there will be a national rather than a training-school uniform. As a private duty- 
nurse of six years' experience, I would like to offer a suggestion. After trying the 
separate waist and skirt, the waist and shirt sewed on a belt, and the princesse, 
I find the princesse very much more satisfactory than the others. It takes very 
little room in a suitcase, folds easily and is easily ironed, especially when made of 
twenty-five cent poplin. I have tried sleeves of various lengths and styles and 
like best the elbow sleeve with a rubber band. This is more sanitary than the 
long sleeve and gives a convenient place for a handkerchief. The straight, short 
sleeve is too cold in winter. In summer one is so warm, anyway, that a closed 
sleeve is not noticed. Also I like a V-shaped neck better than the separate collar 
or one sewed on. The princesse dress has from eighteen to twenty-two button 
holes, two inches apart; I use buttons with brads. The princesse seems well suited 
to all sizes and forms of nurses and is " severely simple." I realize that the short 
sleeves and low neck would not be appropriate for those in executive positions, 
but the princesse style could be changed to suit the occasion. Many nurses do 
not use the white uniform. I read the Journal with increasing interest as the 
years go on. C. H. B. 

Illinois. 

THE NEED FOR WELL-TRAINED MALE NURSES 

Dear Editor: On reading the letter under this heading in the September 
issue of the Journal, I wish to call the attention of the reader to the Naval Hos- 
pital Corps. I am not familiar with the training of male nurses in civil life, but 
will give an outline of instruction given to the members of the Hospital Corps of 
the Navy, of whom there are many that are well qualified for duties as nurses in 
civil life, particularly in such cases as the writer mentions in his letter. 

The following is an outline of training schools and the instructions of the Hos- 
pital Corps : 

"A systematic instruction of the Hospital Corps began with the training 
school at the Naval Hospital, Norfolk, Va., in 1901, and later was moved to 
Washington, D. C, being discontinued in 1911. Both of these schools yielded 
good results, but with the expansion of vocational training in the Navy a more 
comprehensive training became necessary. The present hospital corps training 
schools were established at the Naval Training Stations, Newport, R. I., and San 
Francisco, Cal., respectively, where its new members (hospital apprentices) are 
instructed in the following subjects: anatomy and physiology, first aid and emer- 
gency surgery, hygiene and sanitation, clerical duties, pharmacy (theoretical 
and practical), chemistry, materia medica, toxicology, foods and cooking, nurs- 
ing, stretcher drills, etc. 
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